
 
POPCORE 1 Resources 
 
POP YouTube Channel (see various playlists including Pruning Fruit Trees, Pruning Brambles, 
and orchard care by season) 
 
PHOG (Philadelphia Orchard google group)- receive POP Tips on ecological orchard care and 
notices of educational opportunities via email! 
 
POP Blog: search by keyword/topic for a variety of in-depth resources. Identify issues based on 
the scouting guides below, then search for specific issues like apple maggot, black rot, or apple 
scab 
 
POP Resource page: search by keyword/topic for a variety of in-depth resources.  

 
Pest & Disease guides 

Apple scouting guide 
Cherry scouting guide 
Peach scouting guide 
Pear & Asian pear scouting guide 
Plum scouting guide 

 
POP’s new Monthly Orchard Task List contains detailed recommendations for the entire year of 
orchard care 
 
Winter Orchard Tasks 

POP Pruning Guide for Fruit Trees 
Penn State Extension basic fruit tree pruning 
Winter pruning workshop overview 

POP Pruning Guide for Berries and Vines 
Remove mummified fruit caused by rot, other fungal diseases 
Scout for/remove SLF egg masses 
Stock and maintain orchard equipment 

 
Spring Orchard Tasks 

Early spring orchard tasks overview 
Apply mulch/compost 

sheetmulching 
vermicomposting 

Consider beneficial insect releases 
Unwrap figs and pomegranates 
Holistic orchard sprays 

Compost tea 

Philadelphia Orchard Project www.phillyorchards.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh-vZPK4C1aNRxEKebr9Lfg
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlZJgAop2db1JIpH1LBLsInrd9KJI2qiO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOzo4s9Z9jE&list=PLlZJgAop2db0i-gEPzqXrUoZIFLjkveva&ab_channel=TheUniversityofMaine
https://groups.google.com/g/phog
https://www.phillyorchards.org/blog/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/09/29/how-to-identify-prevent-and-treat-apple-scab/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/08/31/black-rot-of-apples-and-other-pome-fruits/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/09/29/how-to-identify-prevent-and-treat-apple-scab/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/09/29/how-to-identify-prevent-and-treat-apple-scab/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/resources/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/POP-Apple-Scouting-Guide.pdf
https://www.phillyorchards.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/POP-Cherry-Scouting-Guide.pdf
https://www.phillyorchards.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/POP-Peach-Scouting-Guide.pdf
https://www.phillyorchards.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/POP-Pear-Scouting-Guide.pdf
https://www.phillyorchards.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/POP-Plum-Scouting-Guide.pdf
https://www.phillyorchards.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/POP-Monthly-Orchard-Task-Sheet-FULL-YEAR.pdf
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2016/01/21/pop-pruning-guide-fruit-trees/
https://extension.psu.edu/fruit-tree-pruning-basic-principles
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2016/01/21/pop-pruning-guide-fruit-trees/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2016/03/08/pruning-bushes-brambles-and-vines/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/08/31/black-rot-of-apples-and-other-pome-fruits/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/06/25/brown-rot/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2018/05/02/the-spotted-lanternfly-new-orchard-superpest/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2017/05/12/stocking-and-maintaining-your-orchard-toolkit/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2017/04/19/early-spring-orchard-care-tips/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/08/05/soil-building-sheet-mulching/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2020/04/17/vermicomposting-using-worms-to-speed-up-compost-production/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/05/13/beneficial-insect-releases-for-orchards/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/03/16/unwrapping-figs-and-pomegranates-and-winter-dieback/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/04/27/compost-tea-sprays-for-orchards/


 

Neem oil 
Pyrethrin 
Spinosad 
Organic sulfur 
BT 
Kaolin clay 
Dormant oil 

Train new growth 
Thin fruitlets 
Protect future harvests 

 
Summer Orchard Tasks 

Harvest 
Summer harvest timing and equipment 
Herbal teas 

Monitor (see tree-specific scouting guides above!) 
Fire blight 
Codling moth 

Emergency pruning 
Prune diseased/damaged wood, root suckers, watersprouts 

 
Fall Orchard Tasks 

Harvest 
Fall harvest timing and equipment 
Late-season ripeners 
Celebrate the harvest! 

Apply compost 
Apply biochar 
Protect tender plants 

Fresh Figs for Cold Climates 
Winterize cold-tender plants (Orchard People resource) 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ORCHARD BOOKS:  
The Holistic Orchard, Michael Phillips 
Grow Fruit Naturally, Lee Reich 
The Organic Gardener’s Handbook of Natural Insect and Disease Control, Ellis and Bradley 
 
 

Philadelphia Orchard Project, 4000 Woodland Ave, Philadelphia PA 19104  www.phillyorchards.org 
 

https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/06/29/neem-oil-sprays/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/08/19/1647/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2019/06/13/pop-tips-spinosad-orchard-sprays/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2016/03/14/organic-sulfur-spray-and-early-spring-management/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/07/23/bacillus-thuringiensisbt-orchard-sprays/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/05/04/kaolin-clay-sprays-for-fruit-trees/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/03/31/dormanthorticultural-oil-sprays/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2016/01/21/pop-pruning-guide-fruit-trees/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2019/06/24/fruit-thinning-recipes-for-unripe-thinned-plums/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/06/10/protecting-fruit-from-birds/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/07/16/summer-harvest-timing-and-equipment/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2019/07/29/harvesting-blending-herbal-teas-from-orchard-plants/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/06/22/preventing-and-treating-fire-blight/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/08/10/tips-for-managing-codling-moth-dont-give-me-that-frass/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/08/25/emergency-pruning/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/09/08/fall-harvest-timing-and-equipment/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/10/22/late-season-ripeners-a-how-to-on-harvesting-and-preserving-jujubes-persimmons-medlars-hardy-kiwis-gojis/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2018/12/12/10th-annual-east-park-apple-festival/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2015/10/13/autumn-composting-in-orchards/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2017/01/18/building-living-soils-with-biochar/
https://www.phillyorchards.org/2009/10/17/fresh-figs-for-cold-climates/
https://orchardpeople.com/how-to-prepare-fruit-trees-for-winter/

